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For things you can and can't do
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I can speak in Korean if you want.

In Korean, "=" literally means "ability," or "way." Therefore, "s~ QICH" means to have an ability/way, and
"= QICH means to not have an ability/way. As you can likely guess, this grammar form is used to talk
about things you have (or don't have) the ability to do.

Grammar Form Present Tense Past Tense Future Tense

~(Q)z == Tt ~(2)z =0 ~(Q)z = A2 ~(Q)z =AU HuR

~(2)z == gICt ~(Q)z = gloe ~(Q)z =+ N2 ~(Q)z = s AHUR
ACTION VERBS

~2/2 5= UCH/LICH can only be attached to action verbs.
If the verb stem ends in a vowel sound, or 2, attach ~2 £ UCH/SICt
o g 4= UL}/ SICt (subj. can/cannot do)

=T

AT - Ab 2 QICH/QiC} (subj. can/cannot live)

® =t - E= o Ak/elct (subj. can/cannot help)
If the verb stem ends in a consonant sound, attach ~& 4= QCH/SICt

Hitf - HIES o= SIC}H/OAC (subj. can/cannot receive)

Hop - HE 4~ UCt/gICt (subj. can/cannot eat)

©stt - == 7 AUC}/glCt (subj. can/cannot listen)
> ot2Oo 2 O|AREh = A0{Q. | can move to Korea.
> Y IE0| T2 (oA A 4= U0IR. | can live in Paris because of work.
> R HMD| R0l 28 4~ gloe. | can't send it because it's too expensive.
> Xz 4T ot 0| 2 4~ gloj|. | can't meet this weekend because I'm too

busy at the moment.

Only the first page has been included. For the full chapter, check out Conversational Korean Grammar.



